
observed for infections (2.2%). The PNM rates for ill-defined and perinatal conditions

increased among blacks during 1980–1994.

All cause-specific PNM rates were higher for black infants than white infants during

the study period. Except for SIDS, birth defects, and other causes of death, PNM

cause-specific ratios between black infants and white infants increased during the

study period. The greatest increases in rate ratios were observed for deaths caused by

perinatal conditions (2.6 times greater for blacks than for whites in 1980 and 4.3 times

greater in 1994) and injuries (2.2 times greater for blacks than for whites in 1980 and

2.6 times greater in 1994). For SIDS, the relative risk for black infants was 2.3 times

greater than for white infants in 1980; it declined to 1.8 by 1985 and gradually in-

creased to 2.3 by 1994.

Regional PNM
During 1980–1994, PNM rates declined in all geographic regions of the United

States (Table 3). Among white infants, PNM rates in 1980 were highest in the West,

followed by the South, north-central region, and Northeast. By 1994, the regional dif-
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FIGURE 2. Infant mortality among blacks by age at death — United States, 1980–1994
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